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Sports

YELLOWMAGENTACYANBLACK

Patriots beat Falcons for their sixth straight win.On the web at 
salemnews.com

To buy photos you see in 
The Salem News and at 
salemnews.com, visit

photos.salemnews.com

WEEKEND RESULTS
St. John’s Prep 43, Catholic Memorial 28
Bishop Fenwick 34, Arlington Catholic 6
Pingree 41, Greenwich County Day 28
Danvers 21, Marblehead 7
Beverly 22, Peabody 0
Swampscott 33, Salem 0
Winthrop 7, Gloucester 6
Essex Tech 14, Triton 8
Lynnfield 35, Hamilton-Wenham 14
Pentucket 30, Ipswich 0
Amesbury 40, Manchester Essex 0
North Reading 24, Newburyport 0
St. Mary’s Lynn 14, Old Rochester 0
Lynn English 32, Somerville 22
Nashoba 16, Lynn Tech 0
KIPP Academy 41, Lowell Catholic 6
Medford 14, Saugus 0
Revere 21, Everett 14

FRIDAY PLAYOFF GAMES
Division 1 first round
Framingham at St. John’s Prep, 6
Division 2 first round
Beverly at Billerica, 7
Division 3 first round
Melrose at Masconomet, 6
Division 4 first round
Danvers at Ashland, 6
Shepherd Hill at Marblehead, 7
Division 5 first round
Salem at Shawsheen, 6
Swampscott at Archbishop Williams, 6
Marlboro at North Reading, 6
Gr. Lawrence at St. Mary’s Lynn, 6
Auburn at Gloucester ,6:30
Division 6 first round
Winthrop at Stoneham, 6:30
Nantucket at Pentucket
Medway at Bishop Fenwick, 7
Triton at Abington, 7
Division 7 first round
Millbury at Manchester Essex, 6
South Hadley at Amesbury, 6:30

MIAA NON-PLAYOFF GAMES
Dates, Times TBA unless noted
Peabody at Essex Tech Thursday, 6 p.m.
Chelsea at Hamilton-Wenham
Lynnfield at SaugusIpswich at Brighton
Lynn English at Acton-Boxboro
Waltham at Lynn Classical
Revere at Newburyport

SATURDAY GAMES
Pingree at Brooks, 4:30

CENTURY CLUB

Rushing
Player, School...................Att... Yards...TD
Z. Fultz, Danvers............................ 33...........165........2
D. Patturelli, Fenwick................... 14...........142........2
T. Cribbs, Gloucester.....................20...........129........ 1
W. Bush, Swampscott................... 23...........124....... 4
B. DiMeco, Pingree........................ 19............117........ 1
J. C-Tarasuik, Essex Tech............... 19........... 113........ 1

Passing
Player, School................... PC-PA.Yards.TD
C. Vargas, St. John’s............... 20-29-269...........4
J. Spear, Pingree.............................. 17-30.......210.....3
A. Kiricoples, Fenwick.....................10-15....... 192.....2
J. von Barta, Swampscott..............14-19........117.... 0
A. Folger, Ham-Wenham................ 11-26.......106..... 1

Receiving
Player, School....................... Rec.Yards.TD
R. Selvais, St. John’s.............................. 9........129..... 2
J. Dube, Fenwick.................................... 6....... 108.....0

STANDINGS

Northeastern 
Conference

DUNN DIVISION
	 Conf.	 Overall		
School.................W-L.......W-L.....PF.....PA
* Masconomet..... 4-0........... 7-1.......314......187
Danvers................. 2-2............6-2......182..... 164
Marblehead.......... 2-2............6-2.....249......142
Beverly.................. 2-2............5-3.....204...... 191
Peabody................ 0-4.......... 0-8.......80..... 275
LYNCH DIVISION
	 Conf.	Overall		
School.....................W-L....W-L.....PF.....PA
* Swampscott...........4-0.......5-2....... 177...... 114
Gloucester..................2-2........6-2...... 211.......117
Winthrop....................2-2........3-5...... 116......162
Salem..........................1-3........3-5......107......187
Saugus........................0-4....... 1-7........ 52.....203

Cape Ann League
KINNEY DIVISION
	 Conf.	 Overall		
School.....................W-L....W-L.....PF.....PA
* North Reading.......4-0....... 7-1.......301..... 106
Essex Tech..................3-1........5-3......154..... 184
Pentucket...................1-2........5-3......231..... 144
Newburyport............1-3........2-6.......117.....246
Triton..........................0-3.......3-5..... 190..... 199
BAKER DIVISION
	 Conf.	 Overall		
School....................W-L.....W-L.....PF.....PA
* Amesbury..............4-0....... 8-0.....296.......84
Man. Essex................3-1.........6-2..... 234......142
Lynnfield...................2-2.........2-6...... 135..... 256
Ipswich......................0-2........ 1-7........ 83......251
Ham-Wenham..........0-3........ 1-7........117.....306
*— clinched league title

HIGH SCHOOL GRIDIRON  
AT A GLANCE

MONDAY
BLITZ

By Matt Williams
 » Asst. Sports Editor

Every high school football 
team has Super Bowl aspira-
tions when the season kicks 
off around Labor Day. Now 
that the calendar has turned 
to November, eight teams from 
the readership area have a 
chance to make those dreams 
come true.

The Massachusetts Inter-
scholastic Athletic Association 
released its final power rank-
ings and football playoff brack-
ets Sunday afternoon. To the 
surprise of no one, unbeaten St. 
John’s Prep (8-0) is the top-seed 
in Division 1. The Eagles will 
host No. 16 Framingham Friday 
at 6 p.m.

An offense averaging 44 
points per game is directed by 
nationally prized quarterback 
Chris Vargas (1,834 passing 
yards, 20 TD). St. John’s Prep 
has cruised in the first round 
in recent years, winning by an 
average of four touchdowns 

while winning six straight 
playoff openers. Powerhouses 
Springfield Central and Xave-
rian are seeded at Nos. 2 and 3 
in the Division 1 draw, respec-
tively, meaning the Eagles 
wouldn’t see them until a 
potential Super Bowl matchup 
at Gillette Stadium.

In an historically small Divi-
sion 2 field of just 14 teams, 
Beverly (5-3) earned its first 
postseason berth since 2021 
and will look to earn its first 
playoff win since 2018. The 
Panthers are the No. 11 seed 
and travel to No. 6 Billerica 
(5-3), which is coached by 
ex-Danvers boss Shawn Theri-
ault, Friday at 7 p.m. Floyd 
White has 32 catches for 460 
yards and nine touchdowns 
for the Orange-and-Black; he’s 
also been effective running fake 
punts, having done so success-
fully six times.

In Division 3, Masconomet 
(7-1) is seeded No. 6. The 

Road to Gillette begins
Battle to Super Bowl starts for eight playoff qualifiers

DAN RYAN
Both senior Floyd White of Beverly (left) and sophomore Madden Lyons of Marblehead are hoping for playoff victories this weekend.

JARED CHARNEY
Wideout Trip Weidman and Masconomet will be looking for the 
program’s first Division 3 state championship.

By Phil Stacey
 » Executive Sports Editor

DANVERS — After every St. John’s 
Prep football win where he isn’t sacked, 
nationally recruited five-star sophomore 

quarterback Chris Vargas 
is happy to get milkshakes 
for his offensive linemen.

“A few guys like chocolate, a few straw-
berry, and one vanilla. I think (senior 
captain) Joe Irzyk likes the vanilla,” 
Vargas chuckled.

With Vargas steering the ship, the Prep 

offense is anything but vanilla. That 
was once again on display on a brilliant 
fall afternoon Saturday at Glatz Field, 
where Vargas threw for 269 yards and 
four touchdown passes — two of those to 
his fellow sophomore superstar, wideout 
Riley Selvais — as the unbeaten Eagles 
took down their rivals from Catholic 
Memorial, 43-28, on Homecoming.

Earning head coach Brian St. Pierre 
his 100th career victory on the Prep 
sidelines, the state’s top ranked team 

St. Pierre wins 100th 
game as unbeaten Prep 
football takes it to CM

ROSE RAYMOND PHOTO
Sophomore wide receiver Riley Selvais dives to pull 
in a 25-yard touchdown catch in the first quarter of 
Saturday’s win over Catholic Memorial. Selvais finished 
with nine catches for 129 yards and two scores.

By Matt Williams
 » Asst. Sports Editor

One school that had the 
longest streak of qualifying 
for the state tournament in 
Eastern Massachusetts ... 
and one school that’s in the 

dance for the first time in this 
decade. The North Shore has 
all different flavors in this 
year’s girls soccer playoffs, 
with the brackets having 
been announced on Saturday 
and action getting underway 
Monday.

Salem is one the headline 
stories of this 2025 season, 
having gone 9-7-2 to qualify 
for the Division 3 tourney for 

the first time in the statewide 
era and first time since 2019 
overall. As the No. 34 seed, the 
Witches visit Pentucket (6-9-
2) for a preliminary round 
game Monday at 6 p.m. with 
the winner moving on to face 
No. 2 Nipmuc. Jackie Fritz is 

Salem’s top scoring threat and 
Amelia Meegan is among the 
region’s leaders in shutouts.

At the other end of the 
spectrum is Danvers, which 
has moved up to Division 2 
and is in the postseason for 
the 34th straight season. The 

Falcons (10-6-2) are the No. 24 
seed and host Chelsea (9-6-3) 
in a preliminary round game 
Monday at 5:30 p.m. at Dr. 
Deering Stadium. Senior Lila 
Doucette and freshman Rylee 

Nine area girls soccer teams gear up for state tournament

SJP�����������43
CM�����������28

 »Boys soccer playoff 
pairings, Page 11.

SEE GIRLS, PAGE 11

SEE PREP, PAGE 10

SEE GILLETTE, PAGE 10
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scored 28 unanswered points 
to turn a 14-point deficit early 
in the second quarter into a 
commanding lead that they 
never surrendered.

“We had a chip on our 
shoulders,” said Vargas, 
referring to last season’s 
34-0 loss at Catholic Memo-
rial. “We took this game 
personally.”

“We just did what we 
always do: came out and 
executed our offense,” said 
Selvais, who grabbed nine of 
Vargas’ passes for 129 yards, 
including touchdown recep-
tions of 25 and 9 yards. “All 
the offseason work we do 
and time we spend working 
in practice prepares us for 
games like this.”

Now 8-0, St. John’s Prep 
has scored 352 points while 
allowing just 144 against 
arguably the state’s toughest 
schedule. That’s an average of 
44 points per game and just 
18 allowed.

St. Pierre, who said he was 
so focused on preparing for 
Catholic Memorial (now 
6-2) that he was unaware of 
his impending 100th career 
win, was praiseworthy of 
his players for beating a tal-
ent-heavy Knights squad. He 
was especially proud of how 
they responded after trail-
ing 20-6 early and how they 
fought back, took the lead and 

kept the pedal to the prover-
bial metal.

Maxwell Parent got it 
started with a 6-yard scor-
ing run out of the Wildcat 
in which he broke out of two 
tackles en route to the end 
zone, making it 20-14 with 
3:29 left until halftime. The 
ensuing kick was a pop up 
along the right sidelines that 
the Eagles recovered on the 
CM 17, and three plays later 
Vargas hit Selvais from nine 
yards out. A Parent halfback 
pass to tight end Anthony 
Sanderson gave the hosts the 
lead for good at 22-20.

“They’re spectacular play-
ers,” St. Pierre said of Vargas 
and Selvais. “They just have 
an unbelievable feel for the 

game.”
“When I see that ball, my 

mind just says ‘Go get it’,” said 
Selvais, who made a diving 
reception in the end zone for 
his first quarter touchdown. 
“I’ve got to come down with 
it.”

But that wasn’t all. Three 
plays later Jordan Toribio 
recovered a Knights’ fum-
ble at their 38-yard line, and 
on the next play tight end 
Brody Gillingham got loose 
on a play action fake and was 
wide open, eagerly snapping 
up Vargas’ perfect throw in 
stride. Liam Cullen’s kick 
made it 29-20 at the break.

“Our guys don’t waver,” 
said St. Pierre, whose club 
finished with a slight edge in 

total offense (375-345). “Belief 
is probably the biggest part of 
what we’re doing right now. 
They believe in what we do 
and how hard they work and 
what we ask of them.

“It was a culture win; we 
have a very strong culture 
here and we work at it,” he 
continued. “We’re not flashy 
... our guys just grind.”

Getting the kickoff to start 
the second half, St. John’s 
Prep slowed it down and went 
72 yards in a dozen plays, eat-
ing up 7 minutes and 22 sec-
onds before Sanderson caught 
a 5-yard flare pass from Var-
gas for the score.

Irzyk, the right guard and 
lone offensive lineman with 
any starting experience (4 
games) coming into the sea-
son, again led his unit against 
a physical imposing Catholic 
Memorial defense. Fellow 
seniors Gio Correa at left 
tackle and Luke Mailhot at 
center, plus junior left guard 
Will Seaha and sophomore 
right tackle Will Figulski, 
helped the Eagles control the 
football for 33 minutes and 52 
seconds of the game’s 48-min-
ute duration.

St. Pierre praised their posi-
tion coach, Steve Haberek, for 

the work he’s done in building 
this offensive line from virtual 
scratch.

Toribio and Parent com-
bined for 106 hard-earned 
yards on the ground, with 
Parent adding a 6-yard 
touchdown run in the second 
quarter.

Although he didn’t land on 
the scoresheet, senior captain 
Pierson Scala made the play of 
the day for St. John’s Prep by 
stretching out with one hand 
and snaring a back shoulder 
pass from Vargas in the fourth 
quarter, good for 32 yards.

“That catch was insane,” 
admitted Vargas. “His back 
was to me when he caught it!”

With Catholic Memorial 
desperately trying to fight its 
way back, quarterback Kise 
Flannery (189 yards passing, 
55 yards rushing, 2 TDs) was 
picked off by the Prep’s best 
defensive player, captain Alex 
Turrisi, with 4:19 to go and 
the hosts ran out the clock 
from there.

“We’re an imperfect group,” 
said St. Pierre, “but we’re 
uniquely comfortable with it 
and know how to overcome it. 
And we’re resilient.”

Contact Phil Stacey
@PhilStacey_SN

 » Prep
Continued from Page 9

ROSE RAYMOND PHOTOS
Tight end Brody Gillingham (right) leaps in the air to celebrate his 38-yard touchdown 
reception alongside wide receiver Ethan Stefanovich Saturday against Catholic 
Memorial.

St. John’s 
Prep captain 
Alex Turrisi 
celebrates 
with his 
teammates 
after his 
fourth 
quarter 
interception 
all but 
sealed 
Saturday’s 
43-28 
win over 
Catholic 
Memorial.

St. John’s Prep head coach Brian St. Pierre poses with his 
three sons after coaching the Eagles to his 100th career 
win Saturday, a 43-28 triumph over Catholic Memorial.

Northeastern Conference 
Dunn champions host No. 
11 Melrose Friday at 6 p.m. 
With Jack Fabiano and his 
1,400 rushing yards and 
28 touchdowns leading 
the way, the Chieftains 
are certainly hoping to 
make a run at their first 
state championship berth 
in 14 seasons. Division 
3 is loaded, however, as 
ex-Swampscott boss Steve 
Demboswki’s Milton 
Wildcats may await Masco 
in Round 2, and ex-D2 
powers King Phillip, Barn-
stable and Marshfield now 
dot the bracket.

A pair of NEC Dunn 
squads with 6-2 records 
are in the Division 4 
bracket. Marblehead is the 
No. 6 seed and hosts No. 
11 Shepherd Hill (7-1) in a 
rematch of a Week 3 meet-
ing won by the Magicians, 
35-22. They’ll hope to end 
a two-game losing streak 
to end the regular sea-
son. Danvers will bring its 
rough-and-tumble Double 
Wing rushing attack to 
7th seeded Ashland (7-1) 
looking to score an open-
ing round upset.

There’s an NEC Lynch 
flavor to Division 5. 
Swampscott (6-2), the 
league champion, will 
head to the South Shore 
to face unbeaten Arch-
bishop Williams (8-0) in 
first round play Friday 
at 6 p.m. It’ll be a battle 
of solid offenses as the 
Bishops are led by eighth 
grade QB Hudson Garr-
ity. Salem (3-5) squeezed 
in as the No. 16 seed and 
will take on a powerful 
Shawsheen team Friday 
(6 p.m.) that is also unde-
feated and the defending 
Super Bowl champions. 
Additionally, Gloucester 
drew the No. 7 seed in D5 
and hosts Auburn (6-2) 
Friday at Newell Stadium 
(6:30 p.m.).

Bishop Fenwick (4-4) 
earned the No. 7 seed in 
Division 6 and will host No. 
10 Medway (5-3) Friday at 
Donaldson Field at 7 p.m., 
looking to grab its first 
playoff victory since 2022. 
Captain Dylan Patturelli 
has over 1,000 yards of 
offense and has scored 14 
touchdowns, while sopho-
more QB Andew Kiricoples 
has thrown for another 
1,633 yards and 20 scores.

 » Gillette
Continued from Page 9

By Matt Williams
 » Asst. Sports Editor

SOUTH HAMILTON — Big 
gains wiped out by penalty 
flags, silly mistakes, self-in-
flicted wounds, turnovers 
and three separate two-score 
deficits. Don’t try telling the 
Pingree football team all of 
that is too much to overcome 
in one game.

The resilient Highlanders 
stared down adversity and 
made it blink Saturday night, 
rallying to top an excellent 
Greenwich County Day club, 
41-28, on Senior Night at ‘The 
Farm.’

Trailing 28-19 entering 
the fourth quarter, Pingree 
(now 6-1 and winners of five 
straight) rattled off 22 straight 
points over the final 8 minutes 
and 26 seconds. Sophomore 
Baron DiMeco, who ran for 
117 yards, gave the Highland-
ers their first lead of the night 
(34-28) with a 19-yard scam-
per at the 3:00 mark.

Senior  captain Jonah 

Richardson then took an 
interception back 75 yards 
for a touchdown with only 
28 seconds showing on the 
stadium clock to ice it.

“We learned a lot about our-
selves tonight,” Highlanders 
head coach Pat Downey said. 
“We hadn’t faced a ton of 
adversity and we hadn’t been 
playing that consistent, even 
though we were winning. A 
rally like this gives us an iden-
tity as a football team — and 
it’s one we needed.”

There were too many heroes 
to count on the home sidelines 
in this one.

Pingree’s defense pitched a 
fourth quarter shutout, tight-
ening their belts after allow-
ing a 72-yard touchdown 
to begin the third quarter 
which gave Greenwich (3-4) 
a 21-6 lead. The Highlanders 
forced three total turnovers, 
with Jacob Haynes recover-
ing a fumble and senior Joe 
Gaudin making an intercep-
tion in addition to Richard-
son’s pick.

On the list of high achiev-
ers had to be junior Jacob 

Medeiros, the right tackle 
who was tasked with blocking 

four-star recruit Mekai 
Brown all night. At 6-foot-7, 
Brown was a handful (and 
is visiting Ohio State this 
month), but Medeiros stood 
his ground and kept the star 
end from wrecking the game.

“This was some big boy 
football,” Downey said. 
“Greenwich has some excel-
lent, excellent players.”

Pingree quarterback Jack 
Spear threw for 210 yards 
and three touchdowns as the 
field general of this comeback. 
DiMeco caught a 44-yard 
screen pass and rumbled 
to the house, while Spear 
also hooked up with Finley 
McClintock from 15 yards out 
in the third and Colt Downey 
from six yards away to make 
it 28-26 in the fourth.

A junior, Colt Downey (4 
catches, 29 yards) won sev-
eral contested catches. He 
also had 70 receiving yards 
wiped away by a pair of late 
penalty flags.

“Coach (Andrew) Chronis 
was telling me he thought Colt 

could have had 150 receiving 
yards,” said Downey. “We 
had some things go against 
us, but we didn’t let that get 
in our heads or stop us from 
continuing to battle.”

Sam Brodsky, another Pin-
gree senior, had a key sack 
to end one second half GCD 
drive. Ryan Castillo added 
a tackle-for-loss and center 
Matt McDonald, another 
senior, did a great job block-
ing on the interior to allow 
DiMeco to find space and rack 
up rushing yardage.

Kyle Daniels also had a 
short rushing touchdown for 
Pingree, which trailed 14-0, 
21-6 and 28-19 before finally 
seizing momentum.

Richardson had nine 
catches for 94 yards and 
played some excellent defense 
to spark the comeback for 
the Highlanders, who are in 
pretty good shape in terms 
of clinching a NEPSAC bowl 
berth and visit Brooks in their 
regular season finale next 
weekend.

Pingree comes from behind to top Greenwich, win fifth straight
Pingree 
QB Jack 
Spear 
evades 
the 
rush in 
Saturday’s 
comeback 
win over 
Greenwich 
Country 
Day.

Bishop Fenwick 34, Arlington 
Catholic 6: Captain Dylan Pat-
turelli ran for 142 yards and a 
pair of touchdowns, includ-
ing a 66-yarder, on 14 carries 
as the Crusaders finished the 
regular season at 4-4 after an 
easy Catholic Central League 
victory Saturday afternoon at 
Hormel Stadium in Medford.

Sophomore quarterback 
Andrew Kiricoples threw for 
195 yards and a pair of touch-
downs, connecting with Jesse 
Timson on a 15-yard score 
in the first quarter and a 
38-yarder to Tristan Giles in 
the third. He also ran for a 
1-yard QB sneak. Junior wide-
out Jamie Dube had a game-
high 108 yards receiving on a 
half-dozen grabs as well.

Danvers 21, Marblehead 7: 
Taking large chunks of time 

off the clock with lengthy 
drives thanks to their Dou-
ble Wing offense, the Falcons 
(6-2) beat the Magicians for the 
first time in six years thanks to 
165 yards rushing and a pair 
of touchdowns from sopho-
more wingback Zach Fultz. 
Junior back Jack Houston 
added 85 yards on 17 carries 
while quarterback Nate Wise 
added a 1-yard TD sneak for 
Danvers, which attempted just 
one pass in 56 offensive plays. 
Colby Medeiros added a big 
interception and kicked three 
extra points as well.

Falling in back-to-back 
Northeastern Conference 

games for the first time since 
2019, Marblehead (now 6-2) 
got a 2-yard touchdown plunge 
from senior back Brayden Cal-
lahan Friday night to tie the 
score late in the first quarter. 
Callhan ran for a team best 66 
yards on the night for Marble-
head, which was hurt by three 
turnovers.

Lynnfield 35, Hamilton-Wenham 
14: Still searching for their first 
win on their new home turf, the 
Generals (now 1-7) fell behind 
by four touchdowns Friday 
night before attempting to rally 
in the final quarter. Luke Moli-
tano (4 catches, 51 yards) caught 
a 29-yard touchdown pass from 
junior QB Anthony Folger (106 
yards passing), and senior back 
Caden Schrock (70 yards rush-
ing) barreled his way into the 
end zone from a yard out, but 

Hamilton-Wenham could get 
no closer.

Essex Tech 14, Triton 8: Win-
ning three consecutive Cape 
Ann League games for the 
first time in program history, 
the Hawks got a 2-yard scoring 
run from quarterback and cap-
tain Jacoby Casinelli-Tarasuik 
(113 yards on 19 carries) in the 
second half, then a 1-yard score 
from Xavier Barris to win the 
game in the fourth quarter. 
Xavier Parsons booted both 
extra points in the win for 
Essex Tech (now 5-3).

Pentucket 30, Ipswich 0: The 
Tigers (now 1-7) suffered 
their seventh straight set-
back, allowing two touch-
downs in the second quarter 
and another in the third before 
the visiting Panthers put the 
game away in the fourth.

WEEKEND FOOTBALL ROUNDUP

JARED CHARNEY
Danvers defenders Colby Medeiros (11) and Julian Capece 
single a fumble recovery for their Falcons in the third 
quarter of a 21-7 victory over host Marblehead Friday 
night.

Fenwick rolls past AC; Danvers upsets Marblehead
More at salemnews.com

High school 
football boxscores 
from Week 9.
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